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Week of February 14, 2016 

That You Might Have Life 
Scripture: John 1:1-5, 10-14, 16-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it ... He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth ... From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Fathers heart, who has made him known.  

MONDAY 2.15.16 
John 1:1-18 “In the beginning … the Word” 
John’s prelude was like the overture to a great musical work. “In the beginning” was the first of many allusions to 
Genesis 1-2—Jesus the creator was creating anew. The “life” and “light” images also came from those “beginning” 
stories. “The Word” told both Jewish and Greek readers why Jesus mattered so much. “The Word,” who was with 
God and WAS God, “made his home among us” (verse 14). God did not shun our darkened world, but came to live 
here—and in this world, Jesus’ life created new life and light for all who trusted in him. 
 

In Hebrew thought, Genesis 1 said God created by speaking (cf. Psalm 33:6), and Proverbs 8:12, 22-31 said 
“Wisdom” was with God at creation. Greek thinkers saw “the Word” (Greek logos) as the force that directed the 
universe. Writers like Philo often personified “the logos” as a pilot, or God’s son. But Greek thinkers said “the 
logos” couldn’t connect at all with the corrupt material world, while John boldly wrote, “The Word became flesh.” 
How does it shape your perception of your value to God that he “became flesh” rather than wishing you well from a 
distance? 
John’s great poetic prologue included us! Verse 12 said, “Those who did welcome him, those who believed in his 
name, he authorized to become God’s children.” In what ways has Jesus brought you “life”? In what ways do you 
want to take in more fully how much God loves you and wants you as his child? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, in my darkest times I feel unlovable, unworthy of your love. Give me “eyes to see” and “ears 
to hear” how much you love and value me as I read your story again in John’s gospel. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for your co-workers, colleagues, classmates or simply the people around you.  
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TUESDAY 2.16.16 
John 1:19-51 “The Lamb of God” 
John the gospel writer introduced us to John the Baptist (or Baptizer), a fiery preacher of repentance. People 
wondered if he might be the long-awaited Messiah, but he directed their attention to Jesus. Andrew and Philip 
answered Jesus' call, and then invited Peter and Nathanael to join them in following Jesus. 
John the Baptist twice called Jesus “the Lamb of God,” the first time adding “who takes away the sin of the world.” 
In John’s gospel, Jesus died on the cross on the afternoon when the Passover lambs were being sacrificed in the 
Temple. What light did the phrase “Lamb of God” cast on Jesus’ mission? At what points in your life have you 
needed Jesus to take away a burden of sin and shame you’ve been bearing? 
John summed up the purpose of his ministry as being “that [Jesus] might be made known to Israel.” When two of 
John’s disciples followed “the Lamb of God,” they asked, “Where are you staying?” and Jesus set a model for us—
he said simply, “Come and see.” Andrew led his brother to Jesus; Phillip didn’t argue with Nathanael’s doubts, but 
also said, “Come and see.” When, and in what ways, has being a follower of Jesus meant that you were spending 
time with him, listening and learning? How might you do more of that, during this Lenten season and beyond? 

Prayer: Lord, as I respond to your invitation to “come and see” during the Lenten season of 2016, draw my heart 
closer to yours. Teach me to love as you love. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for those who are struggling with depression and other mental illnesses. 

WEDNESDAY 2.17.16 
John 2:1-25 New wine—new power 
Jesus changed water in jars used for ritual purification (verse 6) to wine as a sign that he offered a better way than 
his day’s rigid, repressive ritual system. When he cleansed the Temple, he challenged an ugly, lying trade. The 
Temple rulers exploited their control of Temple shekels and ritual animals to make huge profits from pilgrims who 
came to worship God. In linking these two stories, John said Jesus was declaring that he was the way to God, not 
rituals that had become more obstacle than signpost. 
John called Jesus’ challengers “the Jews” (verse 18), and used that term for them throughout the gospel. 
Some readers fear this was an anti-Semitic slur. But Jesus and all his first followers— including John himself!—
were Jews. The Common English Bible conveys John’s true meaning by saying “the Jewish leaders.” How does 
history show the spiritual peril of seeing God as “for” or “against” whole ethnic groups, no matter how individuals 
respond to God? In what ways is God helping you grow beyond bias against ethnic groups, denominations, 
political parties and other people groups? 
What did verses 24-25 say about Jesus? (He clearly was not anti-social—the wedding feast story showed that.) In 
what ways have you learned to put your deepest trust in God and God’s love for you, instead of in people? How 
can a realistic view of human nature help you love others more and better, avoiding both letting the wishes and 
opinions of others drive you and the pain of being hurt or betrayed by their limitations? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, it’s amazing to realize that the same power that changed water into wine is transforming my 
life more and more into the kind of life you want me to live. I submit myself to your work in my heart. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for those who feel cast aside and unwanted.  
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THURSDAY 2.18.16 
John 3:1-36 Light and darkness, life and death 
John’s story introduced one powerful man–Nicodemus, a Pharisee—and returned to John the Baptist, the great 
prophet. The two men drew their power and greatness from very different sources. Nicodemus’ authority came 
from religious status attained through strict outward piety. John the Baptist’s authority came from his God-given 
message, pointing to the greatness of the coming Messiah, not to himself. John’s humble joy as Jesus “increased” 
(verse 30) showed the inner change Jesus spoke of to Nicodemus. John said Nicodemus came to Jesus “by night” 
(verse 2). As he cleansed the Temple, Jesus challenged the Pharisees’ power and authority, so Nicodemus may 
have needed the darkness to hide his interest in Jesus from other Pharisees. Although he came by night, Jesus 
invited Nicodemus to live in the light of God's kingdom. Their talk changed Nicodemus (cf. John 7:45-52; John 
19:38-42). In what kinds of darkness did you come to Jesus? How has God brought you from the darkness into the 
light? 
Jesus said of John the Baptist, “I tell you that no greater human being has ever been born than John” (Luke 7:28). 
Yet when John’s followers saw Jesus' growing ministry as a “threat,” the prophet said, “No one can receive 
anything except what has been given from heaven ... [Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease” (verses 27-30). 
Where do you find your source of “joy” and “greatness”? Does John’s potent counter-cultural model of what 
matters most in life challenge you to rethink any of your attitudes or actions? 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for bringing light to the darkness and life from death. Help me to remember that my 
“greatness” and “joy” come from you above all else. Amen. 
Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for the children and youth of our community who face enormous peer pressure. 

FRIDAY 2.19.16 
John 4:1-30 “I Am—the one who speaks with you” 
Jews and Samaritans tended to shun each other. But John said Jesus “had to go through Samaria” (verse 4). That 
wasn’t a geographic requirement, as this map shows. As the story unfolds, it becomes clear John was describing a 
spiritual necessity. Jesus talked openly with a woman even the Samaritans no doubt shunned. He offered her 
“living water,” and her response made her the first witness to Jesus in John’s story. 
Usually women drew water at evening together, visiting around the well. This woman came to the well at noon and 
alone. Yet Jesus, a Jewish man she expected to despise and avoid her, spoke to her seriously, asking her help 
and treating her with dignity. In verses 13-14, he told her he could give her living water that “will become in those 
who drink it a spring of water that bubbles up into eternal life.” What deep inner thirsts in you has Jesus' living 
water quenched? 
The woman took refuge in an abstract religious issue after Jesus’ question unmasked her troubled life. But Jesus 
wouldn’t argue about whether Jerusalem or Gerizim was the true holy mountain. He said the key was not WHERE 
people worship God, but that they worship “in spirit and truth” (verse 24). Have you ever used “head” questions to 
avoid opening your heart to God’s drawing? What makes it necessary to honestly open your heart, your whole 
inner life, in order to worship in spirit and truth? 
Prayer: O God, you aren’t willing to settle for my head, nor for just my head and hands. You seek my heart, too—
and, sometimes with fear and trembling, I offer it. Remind me that submission to you makes me more, not less. 
Amen. 
Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for single parents who are raising children without the support of encouraging 
companions.
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SATURDAY 2.20.16 

John 4:31-54 “The fields are already ripe” 
Jesus was at ease in Samaria, but his disciples probably weren’t. Jesus must have amazed them by saying, in 
that hostile city, “Open your eyes and notice that the fields are already ripe for the harvest” (verse 35). But the 
fields WERE ripe—many Samaritans accepted Jesus’ message. John then underscored Jesus’ inclusive caring by 
telling of his “long-distance” healing of a royal official’s ill son. The man probably worked for Herod and/or the 
Romans, but that didn’t bother Jesus, and Jesus’ power richly repaid the father’s trust. 
In his prologue, John said, “The light came to his own people, and his own people didn’t welcome him” (John 
1:11). Jesus told Nicodemus, “God’s Spirit blows wherever it wishes” (John 3:8). When you have welcomed Jesus 
and the light he brings to your life, how have you seen God work in unexpected ways in you? In the lives of others 
you know? Do you see “fields ripe for the harvest” today? In what ways is God calling you to share the love he is 
placing in your heart with others in your circle of influence? 
Prayer: Jesus, what a range of people you touched—Nicodemus in his righteous robes, the outcast woman at the 
well, the royal official in his courtly garb. Wherever I fall in that spectrum, I trust you to touch and renew me—and 
through me, others thirsty for you. Amen. 
Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for FUMC Allen and all who will be leading worship on Sunday morning. 

Family Activity: Cut out a cross from an 8½ x 11-inch piece of cardstock or poster board. Gather magazines, 
scissors and glue. Talk about the meaning of the cross—how it reminds us of Jesus’ love for everyone in the 
world. Even though we don’t know everyone’s name, God knows each one of us by name. Cut pictures of people 
from different ethnicities and cultures out of the magazines. Include men, women, boys and girls, families of 
different types, and a picture of your family. Glue the pictures on the cross. 
During Lent, commit to praying for the people in the pictures and the groups they represent. Pray for yourselves, 
too. Thank God for Jesus and for His incredible love for all people. 
 


