
 

 

February 28, 2016 

The Miraculous Signs of Jesus: Healing of a Blind Man 

Scripture:  John 9:1-11 – Who Sinned? 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works 
might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”   When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,   saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.   The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 

MONDAY 2.29.16 

John 8:12-59 The light of the world … even before Abraham 

This section begins with Jesus saying, “I am the light of the world” (verse 12) and ends with his amazing statement, 
“Before Abraham was, I Am” (verse 58). Between these two “I Am” sayings (associating himself with God’s name in 
Exodus 3:14), he declared that he was “from above” and his foes “from below” (verse 23). His self-righteous 
enemies were furious, ready to stone Jesus for blasphemy. 

When Jesus said, “The truth will set you free” (verse 32), his foes replied, “We’ve never been anyone’s slaves. 

How can you say that we will be set free?” They were in denial politically—one historian called Israel’s life under 
Rome a “semi-slavery.” Worse, they were spiritually captive to their own self-importance. Has there ever been a 
time when you felt, “I’m fine—I don’t need what Christ offers”? Is there any part of your life now where it’s hard to 
accept that you need Christ’s light and truth to set you free? 

Don’t miss the central issue in this section. Jesus said, “I come from heaven—God is my father, and I do what he 
says.” His opponents wouldn’t even consider that his claim might be true, because he didn’t fit into their way of 
doing things. Pastor Hamilton often asks: If Jesus came today, would we recognize him? How open are you to 
changing habits or patterns if you sense that God might be calling you to change? 

Prayer: Lord God, keep me open and receptive to your voice. Create in me a willingness to live a life “from above,” 
to let your truth truly set me free. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for children who will fall asleep hungry tonight. 

  



TUESDAY 3.1.16 

John 9:1-38 Who was blind, and who could see? 

John again echoed the creation story. In it, God formed humans from dust (cf. Genesis 2:7). John said Jesus 
created sight for a blind man using mud made from dust (verse 6). Then John portrayed the difference between 
physical and spiritual blindness. Rather than admit anything good about Jesus, the religious leaders scrambled to 
deny the plain fact that a man born blind could now see! In his beautiful confession of faith in verse 25, the man 
showed that he could “see” more clearly than the religious leaders. 

Jesus repeated his claim to be “the light of the world.” At what age or stage did Christ’s light first shine into your 
life? What were some of the first things that you remember seeing more clearly in the light of Jesus' love and 
grace? What are one or two ways that Christ’s light has helped to clear your sight in the recent days and weeks of 
your walk with him? 

The synagogue was the center of community life in most Israelite towns. A person put out of the synagogue often 
found it necessary to move to another area. When have you found your faith putting you at odds with a social 
community, maybe even your church? What did you do about it? How has God led you so that you can live out 
your commitment to follow Jesus? 

Prayer: Lord, continue your heavenly “eye surgery” in me. Make it more and more true in all parts of my life that “I 
was blind, but now I see.” Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus:  Pray for parents raising children with unique and special needs. 

 

WEDNESDAY 3.2.16 

John 9:39-10:21 “I am the good shepherd” 

Jesus said the spiritual blindness of Israel’s leaders hurt, not only them, but the human “flock” God had entrusted to 
their care. (His words strongly echoed those of the prophet Ezekiel—cf. Ezekiel 34:1-16.) But God had promised 
Israel that he would shepherd them himself, and Jesus came as “the good shepherd” who would safely guide and 
protect all who trusted him. 

“I came so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest,” Jesus said in John10:10. In 
what ways have you seen ads for everything from banks to automobiles, from alcoholic beverages to hair-care 
products, hold out a similar promise? How easy or hard do you find it to trust, in your day-to-day life, that Jesus' 
way truly offers you the fullest, most satisfying life? 

Jesus said, “I have other sheep that don’t belong to this sheep pen” (John 10:16). When John wrote his gospel, 
Gentiles probably outnumbered those who shared John’s Jewish heritage by a large margin among Christians. 
When have you been happily surprised to meet a fellow believer from a “sheep pen” you didn’t realize was included 
in Jesus’ love? Have you been able to lift up and bless people you’d have been uncomfortable being in contact with 
before you met Jesus? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I’m so thankful that the wideness of your mercy stretches far enough to include me. Keep showing 
me how it reaches farther than I had ever imagined, and how I can help it to reach even more people. Amen.  

Daily Prayer Focus:  Pray for leaders of our nation.   



THURSDAY 3.3.16 

John 10:22-42 “I and the Father are one” 

John described the behavior of Jesus’ foes in aggressive language, writing that they “circled around him.” They 
asked a serious-enough question: “If you are the Christ (Greek for “anointed one,” i.e. the Messiah), tell us plainly.” 
The problem was that they’d already settled on a negative answer. When Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” 
(verse 30), they picked up stones with the intention of stoning him to death! 

Given everything you’ve read in John so far, what made the question Jesus’ circling opponents asked (“How long 
will you test our patience? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly”) ring hollow? Were Jesus’ claims about himself 
evasive or fuzzy, or were they just so big that his enemies refused to grapple with them? Do you believe Jesus was 
more than a good teacher and wise man; that he was all he claimed to be? 

Jesus challenged his enemies: “If I don’t do the works of my Father, don’t believe me. But if I do them, and you 
don’t believe me, believe the works so that you can know and recognize that the Father is in me and I am in the 
Father” (verses 38-39). Jesus said we can tell the difference between false and true prophets by the kind of fruit 
they bear (Matthew 7:16-20). What kind of “fruit” could the people see in Jesus’ own life? Are you more concerned 
with whether others speak and think as you do, or with the kind of fruit you see their life bearing? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to bear fruit that honors and glorifies you. Plant the seed of your word in my heart, and 
grow it into a life that nourishes life in others. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus:  Pray for police officers and fire fighters in our communities. 

FRIDAY 3.4.16 

John 11:1-27 “I am the resurrection and the life” 

Bethany is just a few miles from Jerusalem. Going there could expose Jesus to the malice of his enemies again 
(verse 8, 16). Jesus intentionally waited before going to where his friend lay deathly ill (verse 15). By the time he 
reached Bethany, Lazarus had died. Grieving her brother’s death, Martha told Jesus, “If you had been here, my 
brother wouldn’t have died.” He answered with one of his greatest “I am” sayings: “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

Imagine the scene: Mary and Martha worried, wept, prayed and sent to Jesus for help (they knew Jesus could 
heal!). Yet Lazarus still died. Scholar N.T. Wright noted that that is our story, too. We pray for justice, peace or 
personal concerns. But at times praying forces us to confront the humbling reality that God's timing is not our timing 
(see Isaiah 55:8-9). Martha greeted Jesus with a sad “if-only” statement. Do you have any “if-onlys” on your heart 
right now? If so, like Martha, express that to Jesus. Then listen and watch for what comfort and hope he has to 
offer you. 

Of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements in John, his words to Martha are probably the most cherished: “I am the resurrection 
and the life … everyone who believes in me will never die.” Jesus’ response to our “if-only” questions often surprises us, 
as it did Martha. Jesus has many ways of bringing good news, hope and new possibilities into the mess and grief of life. 
We face the same question Jesus asked Martha: “Do you believe this?” 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, sometimes it is hard for me to trust you in the midst of my “if-only” questions. Thank you for 
offering me an eternal hope when I put my faith in you. Help me to trust your ways. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus:  Pray for victims of domestic violence to find freedom.  



SATURDAY 3.5.16 

John 11:28-57 Plotting to kill the life-giver 

Jesus’ seventh miraculous sign was his mightiest: Lazarus, who had been dead for four days (verse 39), was 
restored to life. His act also gave Mary and Martha back the chance to live a decent life—in their world, a woman 
with no living male relative had no legal standing. Yet the darkness hated the light more than ever, and Jesus’ 
enemies increased their efforts to kill the John 11:35 is often known solely for being “the shortest verse in the 
Bible.” But it carried an important message, when we remember that Jesus was to say, “Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father” (John14:9). What does Jesus’ ability to weep with his friends in their sorrow tell you about the 
heart of God toward you when you are hurting? 

Verse 48 is the only time any of the four gospels used the term “Romans.” It voiced the leaders’ fear that if they let 
Jesus’ ministry go on, he would lead a revolt, and Roman armies would ravage the land. (These were one who 
gave life, the same folks who, in John 8:33, said, “We’ve never been slaves.”) Rome ruled the earthly sphere with a 
rod of iron, and though they were religious leaders, Jesus’ opponents couldn’t look beyond that realm. What does it 
take for you to raise your sights, to see life “from above” rather than “from below”? How can that outlook replace 
fear with faith and despair with hope? 

Prayer: Lord God, give me the ability to see life from your perspective. And at the times when sorrow weighs me 
down, thank you for standing with me, and mingling your tears with mine. Amen. 

Daily Prayer Focus: Pray for communities that experience racial divide. 

Family Activity: In the Gospel of John, Jesus describes himself to people in many ways. Two important ones are 
“I am the resurrection and the life” and “I am the vine and you are the branches.” These statements of identification 
help others know Jesus more fully and meaningfully. Gather as a family, giving each person paper and markers. 
Ask the question, “If someone were to ask you who you are, how would you identify yourself?” Invite each person 
to choose pictures and/or words they might use to describe themselves to others. Ask them to narrow their 
descriptions down to one sentence, and then share those sentences with each other. Welcome input from one 
another. Pray about your descriptions and ask God to guide you as you develop your identity in him. 


