
 

Week of March 13, 2016 

Week Five: The Farewell Discourse  

Scripture John 14:1-4, 16-17 

1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 

16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.  

John 15: 8-10, 17 

8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love.  

17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

MONDAY 3.14.16 

John 17:1-26 Jesus’ prayer for his followers 

“Father, the time has come,” Jesus prayed. His teaching and healing ministry was over; the cross was just ahead. His prayer, as John 
recorded it, focused not on his own well-being but on his followers. He asked God to guard the disciples as they faced a hostile world. 
He also asked God to empower “those who believe in me because of their word”—i.e. Christians through the ages, including us—to live 
united in love. 

Jesus told God, “I have glorified you on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do” (verse 4). Scholar William Barclay wrote, “Jesus 
came into this world to tell … about God’s love and to show it to them … By going to the Cross, Jesus showed that there was nothing 
the love of God was not prepared to do and suffer for men, that there was literally no limit to it.” Do you think any part of your life is 
somehow beyond the reach of God’s love? If so, accept and apply Jesus’ finished work to that area today.  

Jesus prayed that all of his followers, including us, “will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you” (verse 21). In what ways 
have Christians lived out what Jesus prayed for? In what ways have we failed to live it out? What would it look like, in practical, 
everyday terms, for you to live in unity with others who follow Jesus, even when you don’t agree with them on every aspect of doctrine 
or church practice? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to be a living, breathing answer to your prayer. I open my life to the work of your Holy Spirit. Guide me as I 
seek to share your love and grace with everyone I meet. Amen. 

Prayer Focus: Pray for the unity of God’s Church throughout the world. 

  



TUESDAY 3.15.16 

John 18:1-27 Peter’s courage and Peter’s denial 

The authorities arrested Jesus, and his rigged trial began. Peter, who said, “I’ll give up my life for you” (John 13:37), bravely drew his 
sword to defend Jesus. But living for Jesus proved harder. Questioned by potentially hostile people, he three times denied that he knew 
Jesus—just as Jesus had warned him he would (cf. John 13:38). 

As we’ve read John’s gospel, we’ve studied Jesus’ “I Am” statements (claiming God’s name from Exodus 3:14). Facing armed soldiers 
seeking “Jesus the Nazarene,” Jesus again said, “I Am.” Conversely, asked if he was a disciple of Jesus, Peter said, “I’m not” (verses 
17, 25). Who are you—how do you self-identify in relation to Jesus? How can you allow God to empower you to live beyond the fear 
that paralyzed Peter? 

The soldiers took Jesus, not to a public court, but to the powerful high priest’s lavish home. (See a model of what Caiaphas’ house may 
have been like on page 4.) Peter, a simple fisherman from Galilee, probably found just the physical setting overpowering. What things 
intimidate you or cause you fear? In what ways are you building a stronger sense of your true identity in the light of Jesus’ lordship? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I don’t like looking odd, facing ridicule, or taking an ethical stand alone. Keep me connected to your presence with 
me today, so that when I’m called to take an uncomfortable stand, I can draw on your strength. Amen. 

Prayer Focus: Ask for God’s forgiveness for the times you have betrayed Christ. 

WEDNESDAY 3.16.16 

John 18:28-19:7 “My kingdom doesn’t originate from this world” 

The Jewish leaders, staying ritually “clean” while seeking Jesus’ death, took him to Pilate, the Roman procurator. Jesus told Pilate that 
his kingdom was not of this world. Pilate tried to find a politically palatable way to free a clearly innocent man. The religious leaders 
insisted—”we have a Law, and according to this Law he ought to die because he made himself out to be God’s Son.” Locked in their 
earth-bound outlook, most of them never thought seriously that his claim might be credible. 

Jesus answered Pilate in unique fashion: “My kingdom doesn’t originate from this world ….I came into the world for this reason: to 
testify to the truth.” C. S. Lewis wrote that a person who made such claims falsely “would not be a great moral teacher. He would either 
be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg— or else he would be the Devil of Hell.” Pilate focused on his 
earthly business; the religious leaders reviled Jesus for blasphemy. How does your heart respond to Jesus’ claims: lunatic, l iar, or Lord 
and God? 

“When Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, ‘here’s the man’” (John 19:5). How does 
seeing the man Jesus in this way, mocked and in pain, help you reshape how you see yourself at times when you are suffering 
relational or physical pain? 

Prayer: Loving Lord, Pilate said “Here’s the man,” and the religious leaders snarled “Crucify him.” You’re still here, and I want to 
recognize and respond positively to you. Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Prayer Focus: Pray for those who find themselves wrapped in sin and separation from God. 

  



THURSDAY 3.17.16 

John 19:8-16 “Here’s your king” … “Crucify him!” 

Jesus’ mockery of a trial was almost over. He had already suffered incredibly, flogged and abused by the Roman soldiers (cf. John 
19:1-5). But the Jewish leaders wanted more. Pilate asked, “Do you want me to crucify your king?” Betraying not just their nation but 
their God, they said, “We have no king except the emperor.” Pilate sentenced Jesus to be crucified. God in the flesh, without sin or 
fault, was condemned to die a brutal death. 

Jesus’ defense during his “trial” was not to worriedly answer charges, but to assertively choose to let events play out. He trusted that 
whatever verdict earthly powers reached, God’s plan and purpose for his life would prevail. How do you react when wrongly accused? 
Are you daily attuning your mind and heart to Jesus’ voice, so that you will have a strong inner sense of how he wishes you to respond 
(cf. Luke 12:11-12)? 

Religious leaders, afraid of Jesus opposing their status and system, shouting, “Crucify him!” Pontius Pilate, Roman governor, seeing 
Jesus innocence yet lacking the moral courage to do justice because of political pressure. And Jesus in the midst of it all. Scholar N. T. 
Wright asked, “What would it look like for us to fully side with Jesus—silent in the middle, continuing to reflect the love of God into his 
muddled and tragic world—as opposed to the political maneuverings of those like Pilate and the chief priests in our world”? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, my heart breaks when I think about the injustice of your trial and the suffering you endured. Thank you for bearing 
it all for me. Amen. 

Prayer Focus: Pray for those who experience injustice in our community and throughout the world. 

FRIDAY 3.18.16  

John 19:17-30 “It is completed” … he gave up his life 

With Jesus on the cross, Roman soldiers gambled for his clothes (cf. Psalm 22:18)—to them, crucifying criminals was routine. Jesus 
entrusted his mother to the care of “the disciple whom he loved.” He, the source of “living water” (cf. John 4:14) said he thirsted. John 
underlined Jesus’ identity as “our Passover lamb” (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:7) by specifying a hyssop branch (cf. Exodus 12:22). Then Jesus 
said, “It is completed” and died. At infinite cost, 

God’s great saving work for humanity was completed. 

The sign on Jesus’ cross read “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.” Indecisive in executing a guiltless man, Pilate now took a 
firm stand about the sign’s wording. But John saw more—written in Latin, Greek and Aramaic, the sign proclaimed Jesus as king in the 
three great languages of the ancient world. What kind of a king reigns from a cross? What has to happen in your heart to allow you to 
serve that kind of king? 

The day of crucifixion is called “Good Friday,” not because humans crucifying Jesus was in any way “good,” but because God’s 
transforming love brought eternal good out of that awful act. Let focused time with God make this a truly good Friday for you.  

Prayer: Loving Lord, I bow at the foot of your cross, and I commit myself anew to Jesus the Nazarene, the king of my life. Amen.  

Prayer Focus: Seek forgiveness for the ways the church denies the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

  



SATURDAY 3.19.16  

John 19:31-42 “In the garden was a new tomb” 

In the Genesis 2 story, human life began in a garden. In John 18:1, John alluded to Genesis by saying Jesus went into a garden. 
(People often speak of the Garden of Gethsemane, but none of the other three gospels used the word “garden.”) After Jesus’ death, 
John recorded that two secret, wealthy followers of Jesus provided for his burial. Again he noted that there was a garden where Jesus 
body was laid to rest. Jesus’ post-resurrection life would begin in a garden—this would be humanity made new, creation set to rights.  

Note how final Jesus’ burial felt. No one said, “Let’s save the spices—he’ll be alive again on Sunday.” To Jesus’ followers it felt as 
though evil won, good lost, and death (as always) triumphed over life. What have been your darkest times, moments when hope 
seemed gone and despair held you in its grip? Are you facing an awful situation or problems that seem insoluble right now? On this 
Saturday, join Jesus’ first followers in feeling deeply how dark this world can be. But do so in the trust that, in God’s world, despair and 
darkness NEVER have the last word.  

Prayer: O God, for light in the darkness, for hope in the face of despair, for eternal life now and beyond death, I thank you and praise 
you. Create your new life in me. Amen.  

Prayer Focus: Pray for those who walk in darkness and search for God’s redeeming work in Jesus. 

Family Activity: Take a palm branch from Palm Sunday worship and follow the provided directions to make a cross. Remember that 
Palm Sunday branches because Friday’s cross. Make a cross for each person in the family and carry it all week. As each other what it 
might be like to carry the cross of Jesus Christ. How does it feel? 

 


